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LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 





Question of Creed’s Purpose Is Raised 





Shock Treatment Seen 


To the OuTLook: 

Dr. Foreman’s current series should prove 
shock treatment to the church on what we 
believe and how we go about doing so. The 
July 13 column has a “waker” in the phrase, 
“By what logic. . . .”. The only claim or as- 
surance that we human beings have logic is 
that he who created us in his image is su- 
premely logical. 


This does not mean that all we construe 
as dilemma need necessarily be separated 
points rather than non-parallel lines of logic 
coming to focus beyond our range of knowl- 
edge. It DOES mean that we as a church 
should, in holding, discussing, revising, and 
promulgating our Creed (Standards) , should 
arrive at some general agreement as to the 
purpose of a creed. If it is to be a museum 
display, let it be so as a whole; if a law of 
regimentation, down the line we go; if a 
means of winning people to God through 
Christ, amen! 


When the layman (and we all could 
qualify) who is trying to learn what the 
Bible teaches, what God would reveal of the 
truth, hears of the “system of doctrine” and 
reads the whole doctrine, he naturally asks, 
“Which system?” 


Dr. Foreman points up the contrast of the 
of the new patches (chaps. IX and X) on the 


Matthews’ Attack 


To THe OuTLOoK: 

The complacency with which most church 
people I know view the present attack on 
the Protestant Church alarms me. Men who 
should know better seem unable to under- 
stand the real issues that are at stake when 
church quarrels are carried to the Halls of 
Congress and there differences of points of 
view which have been rehearsed in hundreds 
of church courts are made a political football. 
Those who ‘have taken firms stands for the 
separation of church and state, indeed, who 
have opposed “statism” in any of its manifes- 
tations, enthusiastically endorse the examina- 
tion of preachers by Congress and its commit- 
tees. This whole episode persuades us that 
actually Jesus and his teaching, the church 
and her message, as well as what is involved 
in our religious freedom as Protestants and 
Americans are all so vaguely understood that 
it is reasonable to believe they cannot be 
vital, factors in the lives of many people. 


J. B. Matthews’ broadside in the American 
Mercury as well as many letters to the editor 
which have appeared in the Dallas Morning 
News and the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, indi- 
cate that there is a large segment of the 
church that welcomes this opportunity to 
drag down those who have proved themselves 
to be in the forward echelons of Protestant- 


old wineskin (chap. III). Another perti- 
nent example is found in chapters XXXII 
and XXXIII. What could be added to the 
glory of God or man when a person is “made 
perfect in holiness” in the full cognizance 
of the presence and glory of God, neither 
dead nor asleep, to have shackled on him 
again the body which has returned to the 
dust from whence it came, having decayed 
and become the source of life for other crea- 
tures and plants? Indeed, the Scriptures teach 
that the latter is an untruth, since “flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, 
nor does the perishable inherit the imperish- 
able”; it is the person, not the physical body, 
which God raises up from the lower estate 
of earthly to heavenly life (and the Biblical 


languages do not support the Church’s long. 


use of “soul” in this sense, but rather the 
word “spirit”) . 

Thus some agreement is our church’s need; 
it will take Dr. Foreman and many others to 
bring it about! 

RAYMOND B. SPivEY 


Palmyra, Mo. 








ism, particularly as it is represented by the 
National Council of Churches. 

Combinations of forces in this present-day 
attack present about the same picture we 
have in the New Testament when finally 
Herod and Pilate, the Pharisees and the 
Saduccees, were able to foret their differences 
with one another in their determination to 
get rid of Jesus. The charges of “subversion” 
are about as absurd today as they are tacked 
onto the men Matthews names in his article 
as they were when they were used to de- 
nounce Jesus. 

That churchmen would thus accuse their 
fellow-ministers in no less startling than that 
Congress would presume to examine them, 
for Congress is functioning as an investigat- 
ing body, predicated upon its right to legis- 
late in the matter which it is investigating. 
What law shall Congress make in restriction 
of the exercise of free religion? In what 
terms shall it define what is the true religion 
and what can be preached from Christian 
pulpits, for none are to be accused of treason. 
We have courts for that. Therefore, the sug- 
gestion must be that further restrictions are 
necessary. Is Congress to appoint a West- 
minster Assembly in 1953? Are we thus to 
have an Established American Christian 
Church, and thus are we to rid ourselves of 
“foreign ideologies’? Who are to be its 
prophets and what is to be its Book? We 
are carefully screening all those who come to 
our land lest any of them have ever been 
previously accused of a crime. Is Congress 
to apply this criterion to our Scripture which 
was written by men most of whom died as 
“subversives’’? 

All these questions jt seems to me need to 
be thought over carefully lest there be lost 
to us and to our children what seemed of 
such tremendous importance that it is Num- 
ber 1 in our American Bill of Rights. 

CHAUNCEY V. FARRELL. 
Texarkana, Ark. 


Vacation Plans 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Not only do we enjoy PREesBYTERIAN Out- 
LOOK, but we are indebted to your “Ministers’ 
Vacation Exchange” column for plans now 
made for an August exchange of pulpits and 
manses with Robert A. Potter, of Arden, N. C. 

Thank you. 


WILLIAM J. FRAZER 
Moosic, Pa. 


Still Shaky 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

May I thank you for the July 20 issue of 
Tue OvutLook. . . .That issue, carrying an 
article on the Chapel Hill case, was particu- 
larly welcome. I was stunned by the General 
Assembly's handling of the situation and Mr. 
French's article explains the decision. My 
faith in Presbyterian procedure received quite 
a blow. I'm still shaky... . 

CATHERINE M. (Mrs. Geo. B.) THOMas. 
Norfolk, Va. 


Foreman Series 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

. I like Dr. Foreman’s current series 
(see page 9) for its values in teaching. We 
Presbyterians need to re-phrase the doctrinal 
teaching of the catechism. 

Hersert M. McCatium. 

Scott Air Force Base, Ill. 


PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act of March 


3, 1879. Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North S 
ashington, D. C. 
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reign postage $1 extra. 
7 











OL 


Vol. 


Ex 


hav 
ant 
ext 
all 

Me 
Sta 


for 


Jac 
of 


Co 
the 





by the 


nt-day 
ire we 
finally 
id the 
erences 
tion to 
ersion” 
tacked 
| article 
to de- 


fe their 
an that 
» them, 
estigat- 
o legis- 
igating. 
triction 
n what 
religion 
hristian 
treason. 
the sug- 
ions are 
a West- 
thus to 
hristian 
elves of 
be its 
k? We 
come to 
er been 
Congress 
re which 
died as 


need to 
' be lost 
emed of 
is Num- 
ts. 
.RRELL. 


[AN QuT- 
Ainisters’ 
ans now 
lpits and 
en, N.C. 


AZER 


) issue of 
rying an 
} particu- 
> General 
-and Mr. 
ion. My 
ved quite 


'HOMAS. 


ent series 
hing. We 
doctrinal 


[ALLUM. 


of March 
January, 
a. 


SS’ 








The resbuterian Qutlook 


OLD IN SERVICE 


Established 1819 


NEW IN SPIRIT 





Vol. 135, No. 33, August 17, 1953 


1 North Sixth St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





Radio & TV = Moseley Will Head Austin College 


Expansion Plans Are Made 


ATLANTA, Ga. (RNS) — Plans 
have been completed by the Protest- 
ant Radio Center in Atlanta for the 
extension of religious broadcasting to 
all of Central America as well as 
Mexico and _ Southeastern United 
States. 


John M. Alexander, president of 
the center, made the announcement 
on his return here from a two-week 
survey of Protestant radio work in 
Mexico. 


Programs in Spanish will be pro- 
duced in the studios of the Protestant 
Radio Center now located on the 
Agnes Scott campus here. 


The center already is producing 
programs for Brazilian stations. Its 
library of Portuguese religious music, 
produced in Brazil by technicians 
from the center, is considered one of 
the most complete in America. 


In addition to foreign-language 
broadcasts, the center is now produc- 
ing radio programs for some 600 sta- 
tions across America. Ma wy are used 
by the Armed Forces Radio Services 
and are heard in every spot of the 
world where Americans are stationed 
in the armed forces. 





COVER PICTURES 


The large group on our cover shows the 
General Assembly's Youth Council, made up 
of the presidents of Senior High and West- 
minster Fellowship (college-age) young peo- 
ple from each synod. Retiring officers of this 
group are shown on the front row, beginning 
second from left: Jason McManus, president, 
Senior High; Charles Williams, moderator of 
the Councill; Margaret Boyer, stated clerk; 
Bill Bloom, vice-moderator; Newton Todd, 
Fellowship president and the newly-elected 
moderator of the Council; Marianne Jackson, 
new president of the Westminster Fellowship 
section. 

In the smaller picture are the new officers 
for the year: (séated, left to right) Marianne 
Jackson, Westminster president; Margaret 
Boyer, stated clerk; Newton Todd, moderator 
of the Council. Standing, Ronnie Thomas, 
Beaumont, Texas, vice-moderator of the 
Council, and Vernon Hunter, president of 
the Senior High. 


John D. Moseley, executive director 
of the Texas Legislative Council, will 
be the new president of Austin Col- 
lege. A 37-year-old attorney, and ac- 
tive in state and Presbyterian affairs, 
Moseley will succeed W. B. Guerrant 
who resigned in May and is to become 
professor of Bible at Hampden-Syd- 
ney College in Virginia. 

Moseley will take up his new duties 
as soon as possible. He has headed the 
legislative agency since 1950. 

The president-elect of the Sherman, 
Texas, institution is a graduate of 
East Texas State Teachers College in 
Commerce. His Master of Arts and 
Bachelor of Laws degrees were earned 
at the University of Texas. He was an 
active leader of Presbyterian youth 
work both on the synod and Assembly 
level during his student days. 

At the university he was a research 
assistant in the department of govern- 
ment and he also served as instructor 
in the U. S. Department of Agricul- 
ture’s graduate school. He came to his 
present work from the U. S. Bureau 
of the Budget in Washington and he 
has held other positions in the state 
and federal government. He served at 
one time as secretary to a private re- 
search organization and as an assist- 
ant in the reorganization of the Con- 
necticut state government. 

One of the major research projects 
completed by the Texas Legislative 
Council under Moseley’s direction 
was a study of higher education in the 
state. As chairman of the synod’s re- 
search committee, he led in extensive 
and far-reaching studies of the Pres- 
byterian Church in Texas. He is a 
deacon in the University church in 
Austin. 

W. C. Windsor of Tyler, chairman 
of the college trustees, in announcing 
the appointment, spoke confidently of 





No Paper Next Week 


Following our schedule of 50 is- 
sues a year, there will be no issue of 
THE OUTLOOK next week. An 
extra discussion of Dr. Thompson’s 
Sunday school lesson appears in 
this issue. 











the greatly expanded service and use- 
fulness of Austin College under Mose- 
ley’s direction. 

Mr. Moseley said: 

“Austin College enjoys a great heritage, 
and today it has a unique contribution to 
make as a Christian liberal arts college. Such 
a combination presents a real challenge. As 
president of an independent college, I will 
continue to be interested in the governmental 
field, and I hope to be able to contribute to 
the cause of good government, especially 
through the training of young people for 
responsible citizenship.” 


Special School Session 
For Miss. Legislation 


Mississippi's Governor Hugh White 
has called a special session of the legis- 
lature for Nov. 3 on the question of 
equalization of Negro and_ white 
schools. He said nothing short of his 
death would stop it. 


Continued on page 4 





MOSELEY—Responsible citizens 





date, he said, was that the U. S. 
Supreme Court is not to rule on segre- 
gation betore mid-October but the 
new date, he believes, will meet this 


Governor White, who is a Presby- 
terian elder, had set Sept. 15 for the 
session but this was blocked by the 
protest of 22 senators—enough to de- 
teat the revenue bills. difficulty. 

The main objection to the early The equalization program is Missis- 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, as recorded from a radio-telephone panel, are 
I. S. McElroy, Middle Atlantic Secretary of the American Bible Society, John 
S. McMullen, First church, Columbia, Mo.; and Fred R. Stair, Hickory, N. C. 





FAULT-FINDING IN THE CHURCH 


How can the church hope to 
reach people outside when the 
officers and leaders in the church 
so often find fault among them- 
selves? 

McELROY: To go back to the New 
‘Testament we find that, particularly 
in the church at Philippi, Paul had 
leaders in the church who found 
fault with one another. It is pertectly 
possible tor good people to differ. In 
the church the Christian people ought 
to differ in love. It is one thing to 
have the spirit of fault-finding, which 
is certainly not Christian and is every- 
where condemned in the New Testa- 
ment. It is another thing for officers to 
differ with each other. Therein is the 
only hope of progress in the church. 
If we differ in love and work out ow 
differences in love we make progress, 
and the whole church makes progress. 
In fact, any church that is not work- 
ing out some problems through dil- 
ferent opinions is very liable to be 
stagnant. In other words, the church's 
business is to demonstrate love and 
that is what its people may be doing 
even in “finding fault” among them- 
selves. Bickering is not Christian. Yet 
the church of Jesus Christ is winning 
people in spite of the imperfect Chris- 
tians within the church. Any person 
who refers to bickering in the church, 
and sees that alone, needs to get a 
closer view of the power of God work- 
ing in the church, both changing the 
Christian members and converting 
sinners on the outside. 


HELL AND WHAT IS IT LIKE? 


If there is a hell what is it like 
and how do we escape getting 
there? 


McMULLEN: Let’s begin by say- 
ing that there is a hell. I believe the 
Bible teaches that heaven is where 
God is, so hell, by definition, is where 
God is not. It is the absence of God. 
In the Bible the references to hell are 
largely figurative. The Bible creates 
a feeling of the awful, terrible situa- 
tion that is hell, and I think most of 
the pictures we have of hell, the fire 
and torment, are designed as figures 
to denote terrible punishment, prob- 


ably the punishment of remorse. I 
believe it is a spiritual condition 
where God is not present at all and 
we feel the loneliness of being cut off 
from him and not primarily a place 
of physical torture, for it is a spiritual 
condition. How we escape getting 
there is rather simply stated. As we 
draw close to God through faith in 
Christ and yield our lives to him, 
we live in fellowship with him. Then 
he is in our lives, we are already com- 
ing close to God and beginning to 
understand dimly something of what 
heaven is. The way to escape hell is 
to keep close to God in. Christ. 
STAIR: In the Fourth Gospel there 
is much said about believing on 
Christ or believing on God or believ- 
ing in his name—and thou shalt have 
eternal life, and always that is said in 
the present tense. That is, that as we 
believe in Christ, as we believe in his 
word, we have, beginning at the mom- 
ent of belief, the beginning of eternal 
life. This matter of belief is not just 
holding to a simple code, but belief 
itself is to throw ourselves into a 


relationship with Christ, which is 
the beginning of life eternal. Now, by 
doing that positively, you can over- 
come this negative emphasis of going 
to hell. 


if 


Young People's Leadership School, Montreat, J 





sippi’s bid for continued segregation 
in elementary and high schools. Its 
main features are to provide equal 
facilities, teachers’ salaries and trans- 
portation for both races. Governor 
White said he would “put all I’ve 
got behind it.” 

Proposed tax increases to take care 
of the program include: a one cent 
sales tax, a one cent per package 
cigarette tax and about two per cent 
oil and gas severance tax increases. 

More Mississippi news, page 10. 


Money Gifts to Religion 
Reported at New High 


Washington, D. C. (RNS) —Ameri- 
cans last year contributed $1,296,000,- 
000, an all-time record, to religious 


organizations, the Department of 
Commerce reported. 
The church contributions were 


$90,000,000 more than in 1951, a gain 
of almost 714 per cent. 

Social welfare agencies, including 
those sending reliet abroad, received 
$735,000,000 in 1952, the Department 
estimated, an increase of $43,000,000 
over 1951. 

Expenditures by philanthropic 
foundations and private contributions 
to museums and libraries were $117,- 
000,000. 

Total contributions to religious and 
welfare activities were $2,148,000,000, 
an increase of 914 per cent over the 
"ea record of $1,963,000,000 in 

The annual estimates, the most 
authoritative available, are prepared 
by the national income unit of the 
Department's Office of Business Eco- 
nomics. 





uly 22-30, 1953. L. to r.: Rev. 


David M. Currie of Richmond, school director and director of campus Christian 


life; Charles Williams of Rock 


Mount, moderator of Assembly's Youth Council 


52-53; Rev. John B. Spragens of Little Rock, who will become director of youth work 
Sept. |, 1953. 
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@ Longer study by seminary professors of Bible and theology 
re-marriage amendments 


is urged for divorce and 


Is the Church Ready to Alter its Standards? 


Tue REPORT of Dr. Thompson's 
address on “The Bible, Our Church 
and Divorce and Remarriage,” and 
your editorial interpretation of it in 
THE OvutiLook for July 13, prompt 
many questions, a few of which space 
may permit raising here. 

1. Has adequate consideration been 
given to the biblical basis of the pro- 
posed change in the Confession of 
Faith? If not, can we continue to lay 
claim to a biblically-rooted theology? 
Dr. Thompson suggested that the 
Council had “moved slowly, on prin- 
ciple, taking the church into our con- 
fidence at every stage of the proce- 
dure.” That is true. But is there not 
a difference between letting the church 
know the procedure of a committee, 
and conducting a full discussion be- 
fore the church of the issues involved 
in the question? True, the presby- 
teries had. the question before them, 
but how much thorough study of the 
biblical basis of marriage was made 
by the presbyteries, and what guid- 
ance was given the presbyteries on 
which to make a judgment? With 
the exception of official pronounce- 
ments of the Council, | have searched 
in vain for any profound discussion of 
the question in any of our church 
papers. When an effort was made to 
present another view in The Survey, it 
was opposed by some who represent 
the Council on Christian Relations, on 
the ground that they cowld not bring 
to the Assembly a report representing 
one view, and then permit to be pub- 
lished in the materials for which they 
are responsible an opposite view. It 
is one thing to make suggestions to 
the Council. It is another to get them 
before the church for thought and 
discussion. Have adequate channels 
for discussion been open? 


Full Debate Needed 


2. Is the Presbyterian Church will- 
ing to act in a question of such great 
import with no fuller debate than has 
been so far possible? Dr. Thompson 
would be the first to grant that in the 
time allotted to him and under the 
c'rcumstances in which he spoke at the 
General Assembly, it was utterly im- 
possible to make any serious presenta- 
tion of the total biblical doctrine of 
marriage. Furthermore, if the reports 





* Dr. Miller is professor of New Testament 
at Union Seminary. 
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By DONALD G. MILLER* 


of the Assembly which have come to 
those of us who were not privileged 
to be there are valid, there was no 
adequate presentation of the opposite 
view so that the commissioners could 
weigh argument against argument and 
evidence against evidence. The same 
was true a year ago, when a well- 
qualified commissioner arose to debate 
the question. He was ruled out of or- 
der in discussing the merits of the case 
from the biblical standpoint, inas- 
much as at that time the only question 
before the Assembly was whether to 
send the report down to the presby- 
teries or not. How it can be intelli- 
gently decided to send something 
down to the presbyteries without some 
discussion of the worth of the thing 
being sent down still remains some- 
what of a mystery to some of us. But 
nevertheless, the commissioner was 
ruled out of order and silenced. How- 
ever long the Council has worked, and" 
however much they have taken the 
church into their confidence, the fact 
still remains that the commissioners at 
the Assembly voted after a clear pres- 
entation had been made of only one 
side of the question. Is the Presby- 
terian Church willing to take such a 
decisive step in such a way? If so, 
can we be said to take the Bible and 
theology seriously? 

3. Is it misleading to suggest, as 
does Dr. Thompson’s statement and 
the official booklet put forth by the 
Council, that the church's present 
position is based ‘on a legalistic inter- 
pretation of some half a dozen Scrip- 
ture verses”? Biblical theology in its 
present state does not move in the 
realm of mere “proof texts,” and, 
rightly or wrongly, it is quite possible 
to reach a conclusion quite the op- 
posite of that which the Assembly has 
just approved without the slightest re- 
course to the “half a dozen Scripture 
verses” spoken of. In fact, the basic 
areas of biblical teaching on the ques- 
tion were not once mentioned, either 
in Dr. Thompson’s address or in the 
booklet put out by the Council. Mar- 
riage, in the Bible, is profoundly re- 
lated to the doctrine of the Covenant 
in the Old Testament, and to the doc- 
trine of the Atonement in the New 
Testament; and to liberalize our con- 
ceptions of marriage and divorce may 
have serious implications for our un- 


derstanding of the total biblical rev- 
elation. If, in the light of this, the 
church openly and intelligently wants 
to modify its teaching on marriage 
and divorce, it has the right to do so 
in spite of the objection of some of us 
who see the question otherwise. But 
is it right to ignore entirely this pro- 
found side of the question, and give 
the impression to the laymen and the 
busy pastor that the whole question 
rests on a few “proof texts” legalisti- 
cally interpreted? 


Conclusions Are Questioned 


4. Is it in the interests of truth to 
state categorically conclusions which 
are debatable, without suggesting that 
they are debatable? Take, for ex- 
ample, the following statement: “St. 
Paul sanctioned divorce, for Chris- 
tians at least, on a ground that Jesus 
never mentioned—that of desertion.” 
This suggests to those who have not 
gone carefully into the matter that 
Paul and Jesus were at variance, or 
that Paul felt free to modify the teach- 
ings of Jesus on this question. A 
strong, if not irrefutable, case can be 
made, however, for the view that Paul 
followed Jesus’ teaching to the letter, 
and that his permission was in no 
sense permission for an absolute di- 
vorce with the right to remarry. Such 
a view has the support of many mod- 
ern scholars, among them William 
Manson. Has the case been fairly 
stated by the Council, then, when 
there is no suggestion made that a 
view counter to their own is widely 
held by solid scholarship, and when 
no evidence for the conflicting view is 
presented? 

5. Is it valid argument to utilize 
debatable conclusions as evidence for 
those conclusions? Dr. Thompson’s 
article uses the term “legalistic” thir- 
teen times, and in your editorial com- 
ment you use both “legalistic” and 
“wooden and literal,” in characteriz- 
ing the views of those who dissent 
from the proposed change in our Con- 
fession of Faith. Is not one of the 
main questions involved in the whole 
matter whether the older view is “‘le- 
galistic’? If so, can the mere assump- 
tion or affirmation that it is, be used 
as evidence that it is? If you desire 
to brand the late Archbishop Temple, 
William Manson, T. F. Torrance, J. J. 
von Allmen, Kenneth Kirk, the late 
Robert E. Speer, Austin Farrer, and 
others as “‘legalists,"” you may do so. 








But would it not be better to give ade- 
quate evidence that they are, rather 
than merely to affirm it? 

6. Is the proposed change neces- 
sarily the result of a “growing Chris- 
tian insight”? Is it possible that it 
may reflect a less Christian under- 
standing of the meaning of marriage 
than that set forth in the Bible? Could 
it be that in the proposed change the 
church is merely reflecting the current 
secular loosening of standards with re- 
gard to marriage? I cannot affirm. I 
can only raise the question. Appar- 
ently those who advocate the change 
can affirm. But unless evidence that 
I have not yet seen is produced on 
which to base a judgment, I am left 
still with the question. 


Full Study Is Requested 


In the light of these questions, and 
many more which could be raised, is 
it asking too much of the church that 
she move cautiously and slowly in this 
matter? If, as Dr. Thompson suggests, 
most of our ministers are now in prac- 
tice flaunting the present teaching of 
the church and acting on that which 
is right in their own eyes, it would not 
seem crucial to settle the question 
immediately. A year or two of delay 
beyond the next meeting of the Gen- 
eral Assembly would seem to have 
little bearing on any cases save the 
few which are handled in accord with 
the church's present teaching. 

Why, then, not hold up final action 
beyond the next meeting of the As- 
sembly, whatever the presbyteries do 
with the question, asking the church's 
professors in the biblical and theologi- 
cal departments of our four seminaries 
to make a thorough study of the 
biblical and theological aspects of the 
question? They should be given suffi- 
cient time and finance to make the 
most thorough study possible, and if 
they cannot agree, they should present 
both a majority and a minority report, 
with, the lines of evidence for each 
view fully and plainly stated. Then, 
in the light of this study, the church 
would have some solid basis of evi- 
dence on which to make a judgment, 
and would be rendering a final deci- 
sion on a most crucial theological 
question in a manner worthy of a 
tradition which takes the Bible and 
theology seriously. 


Andrews Joins Men’s Staff 


E. A. (Andy) Andrews, Jr., director 
of Christian education in Central 
church, Bristol, Va., will become di- 
rector of program and service in the 
Assembly's Division of Men’s Work 
Sept. 12. He served in World War II. 
He is a graduate of the Assembly's 
Training School. 
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Dr. Thompson Replies 


Dr. MILLER and I agree that— 
unfortunately—there has been no full 
discussion of the problem of divorce 
and re-marriage—before the General 
Assembly or before the church—since 
the Council on Christian Relations 
was given the task of proposing 
changes on this subject in our Confes- 
sion of Faith. 

His statement, however, might lead 
one to conclude that there has beer 
a conspiracy to prevent such discus- 
sion, in which even the Council on 
Christian Relations took a hand. Of 
course that is not the case. The “qual- 
ified spokesman” to whom he refers 
was ruled out of order by the Moder- 
ator of the 1952 General Assembly, 
and that ruling was not questioned by 
anyone, including the speaker. It is 
not true that only one side of the 
question was presented at the 1953 
General Assembly. Three commis- 
sioners spoke against the report and 
two for it, and the former consumed 
much more time than the latter (there 
was no “adequate” presentation of 
any point of view; there seldom is an 
Assembly debate) . 

A lengthy and very able paper pre- 
pared by Dr. Miller was not accepted 
for publication in The Survey pre- 
sumably for editorial reasons (among 
them lack of space), but the Council 
on Christian Relations had nothing 
to do with this, and indeed knew 
nothing of it. Although I am a mem~ 
ber of the Council, I myself was not 
aware of this fact until Dr. Miller's 
article was submitted to THE PREsBy- 
TERIAN OuTLooK. The paper in ques- 
tion could have been published in 
Interpretation, a magazine devoted to 
the subject of Biblical Theology, 
which is read widely by ministers in 
our church, and of which Dr. Miller 
is an editor. But presumably there 
were editorial reasons which required 
its space also for other purposes. 


A Different Approach 


One who reads Dr. Miller’s article 
above might conclude that Biblical 
Theology as he understands it up- 
holds the position set forth in the 
Westminster Standards. But this is 
not the case. If I understand correctly, 
Dr. Miller holds that the Bible allows 
no absolute divorce in any case and 
no re-marriage of divorced persons— 
either the innocent or guilty parties— 
under any circumstances (except the 
re-marriage of the original parties). 
This conclusion is reached by a dif- 
ferent approach to the Bible than that 
reflected in our present Confession 


of Faith. My address delivered on the 
floor of the General Assembly—in the 
course of debate—does not take this 
oint of view into account because 
it was not before the General Assem- 
bly. The charge of proof-texts, legalis- 
tically interpreted was leveled in all 
seriousness against the official position 
of our church as set forth in the West- 
minster Confession of Faith, not 
against the not-yet-presented view of 
Dr. Miller and other “Biblical theo- 
logians.” ; 

To have made the kind of speech 
before the General Assembly which 
Dr. Miller evidently thinks should 
have been made—giving full weight 
to all opposing views—would have 
taken far more time than is available 
in an Assembly debate. In this in- 
stance, I had time to present only my 
own conclusions, conclusions which 
I shall continue to hold until I am 
shown to be in error. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


Postal Rate is Reduced 
For Religious Films 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) —- 
President Eisenhower has signed into 
law a bill that will allow religious and 
other non-profit organizations to send 
movie films and other audio-visual 
aids through the mail at the book rate. 

The book rate is eight cents for the 
first pound, and four cents for each 
additional pound, regardless of des- 
tination. 

Sponsored by Sen. Frank Carlson 
(R.-Kan.), chairman of the Senate 
Post Office committee, the bill passed 
both Houses of Congress without op- 
position. 

In recommending passage in the 
House, Rep. Gardner R. Withrow 
(R.-Wisc.) said, on behalf of the 
House Post Office Committee: 

“The purposes of this legislation is entirely 
consistent with the policy laid down by 
Congress 15 years ago when reduced postal 
rates were established for books. 

“The policy laid down by Congress is 
that the widest possible dissemination of in- 
formation for both educational and cultural 
purposees is essential to our national wel- 
fare.” 

The Postmaster General will shortly 
promulgate detailed regulations as 
to the conditions that must be met by 
organizations seeking the lower rate 
for films, filmstrips, and slides. The 
Post Office Department, however, said 
that all religious films mailed to 
churches or Sunday Schools would be 
eligible for the new, lower rate. 
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@ LABOR SUNDAY MESSAGE, 1953 


“YOU ARE ALL BRETHREN ... 
YOU HAVE ONE FATHER” 


Requested to be read in the churches on Labor Sunday, Sept. 6, or if pre- 
ferred, on Sept. 13 


Tue HEALTH of any society de- 
pends upon the well-being of the 
members of all of its groups. Every 
segment of society is important. Ef- 
ficient and honest work is necessary 
for our.economy. But our common 
responsibility does not end there. In 
a highly industrialized society, it is 
not a luxury but a Christian and prac- 
tical necessity to help the sick and the 
crippled, assist the needy aged, and 
care for the young. Neglect of large 
groups of people who cannot fully 
help themselves weakens the sense of 
community and violates a principle 
from which our society draws its 
strength. 

We believe that Christianity pro- 
vides sound and sure principles as 
guides to action; it gives a sense of 
direction and creates a will to work 
together. The American people have 
common basic aims. As productive 
efficiency increases, there are more 
goods and services to share and costs 
of production are lowered. As work- 
ers’ purchasing power expands, man- 
agement finds larger markets. And we 
all, as consumers, benefit by this co- 
operation. 


Solutions Can Be Found 


Furthermore, if equitable solutions 
to the common problems of employers 
and their employees are mutually 
sought in good faith they can be 
found. Thousands of labor contracts 
are negotiated by union and manage- 
ment representatives each year with- 
out bitterness or strikes, and with re- 
gard for the public interest. Unfor- 
tunately these settlements are rarely 
featured in che newspapers, while 
strikes are headlined. Fair settlements 
arrived at through free and honest 
bargaining by men of good will open 
the way to a better economic and 
social life for all people. Leaders of 
labor and management know that the 
progress of American industry de- 
pends largely upon their ability to co- 
operate for the common good. This 
is the road for free men of enlightened 


* Approved by the General Board of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America and issued 
through the Department of the Church and 
Economic Life. 
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consciences to follow. Christianity 
may ask for more, but can ask for no 
less. Since God is our Father, we must 
ever strive to work together as broth- 
ers. 

Since the first Labor Sunday Mes- 
sage was issued nearly forty years ago, 
the economic status of workers has 
been raised, productivity increased, 
hours shortened, real wages increased, 
working conditions improved, the 
economic well-being of the nation 
lifted, and the democratic way of life 
strengthened. During this period the 
atmosphere of public opinion has 
changed. Increasing numbers of work- 
ers have exercised the freedom to 
decide for themselves whether to or- 
ganize and have dealt with employers 
through representatives of their own 
choice. ‘This treedom of workers has 
been endorsed and the important 
social contribution of the labor move- 
ment recognized by almost every 
branch of the Christian Church. Dur- 
ing the past years working men and 
women have made _ unprecedented 
gains; the years ahead offer new op- 
portunities but also enlarged respon- 
sibility for labor to join with manage- 
ment, farmers, consumers, and other 
groups in working for the common 


On this Labor Day it is fitting that 
the National Council of Churches rec- 
ognize the many Christian laymen 
who have worked to achieve these 
benefits for themselves and their fel- 
low men. We join in mourning the 
loss of William Green and Philip 
Murray, outstanding Christian lay- 
men in organized labor. Leadership 
in the labor movement should be in- 
creasingly appreciated by the people 
of our churches as an important 
Christian vocation. 


“Bear One Another's Burdens” 


We are grateful to God for the gen- 
erally high level of well-being in the 
United States which has developed 
under conditions of freedom. But 
these favorable circumstances call for 
more than gratitude in word or feel- 
ing. They summon Christians to a 
deep sense of humility and an earnest 
commitment to share with people as 
worthy as ourselves who are less fortu- 
nate. We know that some millions of 


the people even in this country are 
living below standards which we ac- 
cept as important to the “good life’’; 
but grim hunger is faced by nearly 
three out of four of the world’s popu- 
lation. Our present position in the 
world places upon us the responsibil- 
ity to help less fortunate people to 
help themselves. We must give with 
an understanding heart; the extent of 
our help can be measured only by a 
sensitive Christian conscience. 
Today powerful and _ insidious 
forces threaten freedom. Enlightened 
men and women of labor were among 
the first to see the evil and danger of 
both fascism and Soviet communism 
and have long and effectively opposed 
them. Through the leadership which 
the American labor movement, to- 
gether with that of many other im- 
portant segments of our society, has 
given to the cause of world freedom, 


Groups Are Interdependent 


In working for civil rights, in- 
creased production, job opportuni- 
ties, adequate wages, social responsi- 
bility, and a free world community 
we are working for each other, for 
ourselves, and for God who seeks to 
realize his purpose of justice and free- 
dom in the affairs of men. Toward the 
achievement of these aims, all groups 
in our nation are interdependent, and 
we are bound together in the need 
and purpose to promote our common 
freedoms. Freedom to worship and to 
speak according to the dictates of 
one’s conscience is inseparable from 
freedom of mind and freedom to 
work under conditions which the 
worker has had a part in determining. 
A threat to one freedom is a threat to 
all freedoms. 


CLASSIFIED 
SIX CENTS per word and initial including 
address. M nimum: $2, cash with order. 














Indispensable Services 


To some, a bank is a vault with a time 
lock to keep money safe. 
To some, it is a place to cash a check. 
To some, it is a place to borrow money. 
To some, a place where savings earn 
interest. 
To one and all, First and Merchants is 
a reservoir of seasoned experience and 
counsel, an institution that offers many 
services indispensable to our modern 
way of life. 
roblem, 


Whatever financial 
FIRST CHANT: ational 
Bank will do what it can to help. 


FIRST AND MERCHANTS 
National Bank of Richmond 


Virginia’s Largest Bank 
Capital and Surplus $9,000,000 
Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
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EDITORIAL 





The Teen-Age Business 
Will Be Terrific 


Sylvia Porter’s uniformly well-based 
news column from Washington re- 
cently pointed up some important 
Statistics from Bureau of Census re- 
ports. With the boom in babies sure 
to level off in the next five years, the 
boom in teen-agers will be upon us. 
Careful studies predict that the 10-14 
year group will rise 3,000,000 in the 
next five years, or twice the increase 
of the past five. Also it is forecast that 
the 15-19 year group will jump 2,000,- 
000 between 1953 and 1958 in contrast 
to a drop of 600,000 between 1947 
amd 1952. 


So, says Miss Porter, this means ° 


business for manufacturers of shoes 
and shirts, ice cream, soft drinks, 
sporting goods, cosmetics and school 
supplies. In fact, she says, the 
“dungaree and sloppy-shirt” crowd 
will be the key customers in America 
in the next decade. Wise producers 


and sellers will not miss their market. 

This also means that the teen-age 
business in the church will, or should, 
be terrific. Even if we reach no greater 
proportion than we have in the past, 
the number of young people in the 
church should more than double. 
And if we do better than we have 
been doing, the possibilities are 
staggering. 

This means something to churches 
in regard to their building facilities. 
It ought not to mean that a church 
will set out to enlarge its equipment 
so as to take care of the largest num- 
ber it has or is likely to have at any 
one time—for an hour or two a week. 
It ought to mean wise planning by 
which expensive church property can 
be shared by more groups over a 
longer period of time. 

The inevitable situation revealed 
by these census figures also points a 
finger of importance at our entire pro- 
gram of youth work. With John 
Spragens of Little Rock just named to 
be head of our youth program, he and 
his associates will doubtless feel such 
a challenge and will look out upon 
such an opportunity as have few if 
any others before them. To win this 
crowd of young people for Christ and 
the church is the staggering oppor- 
tunity before us. The fear that by in- 
adequate planning, or by failing to see 
our responsibility on the level of the 
congregation or above, ought to drive 
us to enlist the best informed coun- 
selors and leaders of youth we can 
find to share in this big undertaking. 

Beyond this and included in it are 
our colleges and what they will be 
ready to do for teen-agers, with all 
the hazards, opportunities and de- 
mands that congregations, confer- 
ences and staff leadership will face. 
Their ability to give this crowd the 
best they can offer will also be a pri- 
mary objective. 

So, if they hadn’t heard about it 
before, tell your associates on all 





levels that the teen-age business in the 
church is going to be terrific and 
they'd better be prepared for it. 


Austin and Moseley 


Austin College has made a signal 
effort to redeem itself following the 
loss suffered by the resignation of 
President Guerrant in the early sum- 
mer. This Texas Presbyterian college 
that made almost unequalled gains 
during the recent administration will 
now be headed by John D. Moseley, 
as we report on page 3. 

Mr. Moseley, though a young man, 
has a well-established reputation, not 
only among Texans but well across 
our church. His significant participa- 
tion as he came up in the youth or- 
ganization made his contemporaries 
know that he would be heard from. 
Then, with his research projects, both 
for the state and for the church, he 
has won great commendation. The 
most significant of these, his study of 
higher education in the State of 
Texas, will now prove of unlimited 
value to the new president of Austin 
College. 

As he goes to this important work, 
the educational family and the church- 
at-large will wish for both the college 
and its president the very best. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


World Friends at Work and Worship. Pic- 
ture Album. Friendship Press, N. Y. $1.25, 
paper. $2.00, cloth. 

Background to Marriage. Anne Proctor. 
Longmans, Green & Co., Inc., N. Y. $1.75. 

Sermons I Love to Preach. Edgar DeWitt 
Jones. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $2.50. 

How to Become A Christian. Samuel M. 
Shoemaker. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $2.00. 

In Parables. Clovis G. Chappell. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury, Nashville. $2.00. 

Gentile Reactions to Jewish Ideals. Jacob 
S. Raisin. Philosophical Library, N. Y. $7.50. 

Brownson on Democracy and the = 
Phil- 








Toward Socialism. Lawrence Roemer. 

osophical Library, N. Y. $3.75. 
Heritage of Buddha. Celina LuZanne. 

osophical Library, N. Y. $3.75. 


Phil- 







Fully accredited Liberal Arts College for women. 
Ideally located in Mississippi's historic and pro- 
gressive capital city, an educational and cultural 
center, 
boating, swimming, tennis and 

highest academic standards wit 1 
vocational training in Teaching, Business, a 
Education, Recreational Leadership, Homemaking, 
Music, Art and Speech. Total cost for session: 
$800.00. 


Dr. G. T. Gillespie, President 
Write for Catalog TODAY/ 
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@ No. 8 in a Series on Foreordination and Freedom 


RELIGIOUS CORRELATES 


(B) Of Human Freedom 


By KENNETH 


[: THE DOGMA of foreordination 
carries with it religious correlates, so 
does that opposite dogma, the freedom 
of the will. The system of belief would 
be simpler without it, and the writer 
has met officers in the church who re- 
fused to believe in freedom at all. 
Nevertheless our church affirms it; the 
Bible affirms it; the inner self testifies 
to it. But like foreordination, it is 
not a bare dogma for dogma’s sake. 
There are deep religious convictions 
and experiences which depend for 
their reality on the true freedom of 
the will. 

Genuine freedom is the actual abil- 
ity to make a real choice between real 
possibilities. A toy train  whizzes 
around the bend and takes the right- 
hand turn at the switch. Let the train 
keep running for two hours; it 
will always take the same turn-unless 
some one monkeys with the switch. 
The train’s freedom is only apparent. 
A real choice would be made only if 
both lines were open, and the train 
had to select one or the other. 

Freedom does not mean that in any 
choice either alternative is just as easy 
as the other. It does not mean that 
all “choices” are actually such. The 
dogma of freedom does not affirm that 
all men are free all the time, or that 
any man is so. It does not imply that 
any particular choice is wholly free. 
But that persons do have some real 
ability to weigh and to choose between 
live possibilities, is what we mean by 
freedom. (It has already been pointed 
out that the fact that persons act as 
they choose, is neither here nor there. 
The question is: Could they choose 
otherwise? And the dogma of free- 
dom implies that they can.) Indeed, 
the logical puzzle between foreordina- 
tion and freedom would remain, if in 
the entire history of the human race 
one single person performed one 
single act which was not predeter- 
mined. 


Tue FIRST correlate of freedom is 
responsibility. “You didn’t need to 
do it; you could if you would”: some 
thought like this is back of every act 
of praise or blame. Things, animals, 
babies, idiots, are not held responsible 
for their acts as mature persons are. 
It is true, there have been and are 
philosophers who at the same time 
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deny freedom and yet try to defend 
responsibility; but from this writer's 
point of view these attempts are fail- 
ures one and all. 

Responsibility is inseparably asso- 
ciated with “Ought.” But the mean- 
ing of “ought” vanishes the moment 
one gives up believing in freedom. If 
there is no real human freedom, then 
“You ought” means no more than 
“This is what it would be desirable 
for you to do.” “It ought to rain by 
Friday” means we may expect it to 
rain by that time; but “You ought to 
finish your job by Friday” can mean 
a great deal more than simple expecta- 
tion. “You ought” is a challenge, but 
if the person addressed is not free to 
choose between responding and not 
responding, then it is not a challenge. 
If someone says to me, “You ought to 
have been born in the fourteenth cen- 
tury,” it is no challenge; only an en- 
tertaining thought. But if someone 


says, “You ought to do better work,” ° 


that is a challenge, for it presents me 
with a possibility that I can reject, to 
be sure, but one that is real... . 

If anyone breaks in here and objects 
that this is a moral and not a religious 
matter, let him be reminded that re- 
sponsibility to God is certainly reli- 
gious. If there is anything the Bible 
shows (as has been said here before) 
it is that God does hold men respon- 
sible for their actions. God's ‘“Thou 
shalt” is spoken to free persons, not 
to puppets. 


As WE cannot truly think of man 
unless we recognize in him some de- 
gree of freedom, so we cannot truly 
think of God without believing in our 
own freedom. Take two vital points: 
God’s justice, and his grace. All 
Christians believe that God is the final 
judge, and if he is not just he has no 
right to sit in judgment. But the 
judgment of God is not like that of a 
truck farmer who culls out bad pota- 
toes from good. For God’s judgment 
includes what the farmer’s does not: 
praise and blame. Furthermore, God's 
negative judgment, his “wrath,” is fol- 
lowed by and carries with it punish- 
ment. But to be punished for what 
one cannot help is unjust; and if God 
in any way fixes and makes certain 
each event, including the wicked acts 
of the wicked and the careless acts of 


the uncaring, then, in spite of all the 
word-twisting theologians, God is re- 
sponsible and not the sinner. If God 
punishes men for being and choosing 
what he himself and he alone decreed 
they should be and choose; if God 
punishes men, whether to all eternity 
or for a single moment, for doing what 
they could not choose but do—for do- 
ing what he and not they made cer- 
tain from all eternity—then you may 
still say “God is just,” but the words 
will have ceased to have any useful 
meaning. 

Or consider the grace of God, espe- 
cially the saving grace offered to man- 
kind in Christ. Or rather, consider 
the offer of this grace, the offer made 
in the gospel. If man is not free, then 
this offer is not a bona fide one. It is 
clear that some men accept that offer 
and some do not. If we ask, What is 
the final reason that some do not? and 
if we deny the idea that there is free- 
dom in men, then we can only say 
that God rendered both the accept- 
ance and the rejection certain. And 
in that case, what becomes of the good 
faith in God’s offer of love? If I in- 
vite twenty men to my dinner, and at 
the same time (or long before) by 
poison or otherwise have incapaci- 
tated ten of these men so that they 
cannot possibly accept, who will con- 
sider my invitation genuine? 

Theologians of a certain type will 
rebut somewhat as follows: God's 
grace is always accepted or rejected 
freely. But God knows just what it 
will take to influence a man to accept 
freely, and so in his foreordaining 
power he sees to it that exactly the 
right influences are brought to. bear 
on some, and not on others. But this 
“solution” leaves us right where we 
were. If I am a doctor, and know 
what drugs can be compounded to 
cure a sick man, and if I deliberately 
put certain essential drugs into some 
prescriptions but leave them out of 
others, I can rightly be accused of 
murder. 

No, we cannot believe that God’s 
offered grace is anything but a mur- 
derous mockery, unless we can believe 
that he has created men free enough 
to respond. 


Freepom can no more be demon- 
strated than can foreordination. But 
if it be unreal, then its unreality makes 
a mockery of every voice of conscience 
or of the Word of God that says to us: 
Therefore choose. 

Let us grant willingly that freedom 
is a gift, it is nothing for which we 
ourselves can claim credit. It is a 
perilous gift, but a precious one. Let 
us thank God for it. But while free- 
dom is from God, it is in us; and the 
choice must be our own. 








CHURCH NEWS 


Tax on Illegal Items 


Fails to Cut Sales 
Mississippi News Letter 


Some Mississippians are increasing- 
ly concerned about what is called the 
black-market or “hypocrite” taxes af 





the state. Under a law passed in 1942 
a ten per cent tax is levied against any 
item “the sale or distribution of 
which is prohibited by law.” That is, 
under either state or federal law. This 
applies to intoxicating beverages, ex- 
cept light wines and beer, the sale of 
which is legal under state law. Many 
communities, taking their cue from 
the state government, impose local 
taxes on liquor and gambling, though 
both may be prohibited by other laws. 
Advocates of the law fee! that since 
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Educational excellence. Member Southern 
Association College and Secondary Schools. 
Endowed. Christian emphasis. A. A. and 
A. S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior 
class best colleges. Professor each ten stu- 
dents. Personal attention. Scientific tests. 
Athletics. Two-year business course. Pre- 
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the failure of law enforcement officers 
may be and has been widespread, such 
taxation will curtail what could not 
ba prohibited. The effect has not dis- 
couraged volume sales of illegal items 
and many people believe such “hypo- 
crite” taxes encourage a widespread 
disrespect for law. 


Editor Tangles With 
Government Over Taxes 


Mary Cain, editor of the Summit 
Sun, a small-town paper with a daily 
circulation of about 1,500, is asso- 
ciated with an interesting case in the 
courts of Mississippi. Mrs. Cain has 
defied the federal government by 
breaking a padlock placed on her 
establishment because of her refusal 
to pay certain Social Security taxes. 


She is willing to pay such taxes for | 


her employees, she says, but she con- 
tends that it is unconstitutional to 
force her virtually to become a ward 
of the government in the event of her 
inability to work. She is fighting, she 
says, for the privilege of being fi- 
nancially independent of the govern- 
ment and of providing for herself in 
her old age. At the first level the gov- 
ernment was favored by the court’s 
ruling but Mrs. Cain says she will 
carry her case to the Supreme Court 
if necessary. 


Building Improvements 
Underway at Belhaven 


Belhaven College trustees author- 
ized extensive improvements in dor- 
mitory, laboratory and dining hall 
facilities at their last meeting and 
these are in progress this summer. A 
larger enrollment than last year is 
expected when the new term opens 
September 7. A new feature of the 
musical program which has been an- 
nounced is a tour by 45 singers from 
the music department along with 33 
selected musicians from the New Or- 
leans Symphony Orchestra. Engage- 
ments are now being booked for the 
tour. Belhaven’s long-time president, 
G. T. Gillespie, has announced his 
retirement to take effect next summer. 


Effective Program Found 
In Alcohol Education 


Such good work in alcohol educa- 
tion is being done in the high schools 
of the state that responsible leaders 
of.the program are kept busy with 
their schedules. The Church Council 
for Alcohol Education, with Wm. S. 
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Cameron as executive secretary, is 
assisted in this effort by Mrs. Price 
Cain of the State Department of 
Education. Mr. Cameron visits high 
schools throughout the state and leads 
students in an intensive study of scien- 
tific facts about alcohol from the 
Christian point of view. The results 
are so good that many communities 
are booking the team for annual or 
biennial visits. Mr. Cameron’s ad- 
dress is Room 606, Millsaps Bldg., 
West Jackson 7... . At this summer’s 
meeting of the Mississippi Methodist 
Conference, Governor Hugh White 
and the legislature were petitioned to 
enforce the state’s prohibition laws. 
The Methodists also asked Gov. 
White to ask the legislature for suf- 
ficient funds for the Highway Patrol 
to make a “scientific determination of 
the amount of alcohol in the blood of 
persons involved in traffic accidents” 
in an effort to cut the accident rate. 
(RNS) 


Two Building Permits Are 
Held Up by Protests 


Two religious bodies were recently 
restrained from proposed building 
programs. In Clarksdale a Church of 
God minister was denied a permit to 
build a $60,000 Gothic-style brick 
church in a new residential area. City 
Council, petitioned by residents of 
the area who feared “all-night meet- 
ings” and that resulting “noise would 
disturb the peace and comfort” of the 
neighborhood, denied the request be- 
cause the 100x150 foot lot is “too 
small’ and a church at that location 
“would create a parking hazard.” In 
Jackson a $200,000 institution for the 
training of Negro ministers, to be 
built on exclusive Delta Drive, was 
protested. Planned for Mississippi 
Baptist Seminary, whose board is 
about half white and half Negro, the 
institution is owned and operated by 
the state white Baptist association and 
a group of Negro Baptist conventions. 
Opponents said, “We just think they 
should stay in their own backyard. 
There is sufficient ‘colored’ property 
for them to erect their seminary on.” 
(RNS) 
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Miscellany 


R. L. Landis, after 34 years service, 
is retiring Sept. 1 as regional director 
of Christian Education. . . . Summer 
conference registrations included 
these figures: synod’s seniors, 165; 
synod’s pioneers, 235; young adults, 
105; .. . Mile L. Carr, Jr., of Brook- 
haven was elected president of Miss- 
issippi Men at the annual conference 
‘ . French Camp Academy this 
summer inaugurated a Chautauqua 


program combining elements of a 
Bible-Missionary Conference-Vacation 
School-Evangelistic Camp Meeting. 
Plans call for this to be an annual 
affair... . / A proposal for the reloca- 
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The little girl I found covered 
with maggots and nearly starved 
on a street in Seoul last week is 
there again today. She is in the 
same cramped position, lying on 
her side in the street. But this 
time she is dead.” So reports 1st 
Lt. Charles Vogel in a U.P. dis- 
patch. He states that she was 
taken into an orphanage but 
there wasn’t room for her and, 
“Then they turned her out from 
the orphanage.” He goes on to 
explain that when he first saw 
her, “Of course she wasn’t dead 
then. She could brush off some 
of the flies with one hand. She 
could do nothing about the mag- 
gots. Her chances weren’t good 
but it seems to me she could 
have been saved if anybody had 
wanted to save her.” 


We do not know what orphan- 
age refused to keep this child. 
We are glad it was not a Chris- 
tian Children’s Fund orphanage. 
But before anybody condemns 
whatever orphanage it was, let’s 
face stern, cruel facts. They re- 
duce down to just one hard fact. 
If you haven’t the room and if 
you haven’t the money to make 
the room, if you haven’t the food 





YOU could have 


and if you haven’t the money to 
buy the food—then you are help- 
less and have got to let the mag- 
gots finish the job for a home- 
less, friendless, sick child. 


The little girl’s life could have 
been saved—just as many other 
children have been saved — by 
being cared for in a Christian 
Children’s Fund orphanage. In 
addition to the 5,000 children in 
380 CCF Korean orphanages, 
Christian Children’s Fund as- 
sists children in orphanages in 
the following countries: Borneo, 
Brazil, Burma, Finland, For- 
mosa, Hong Kong, India, Indo- 
china, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, 
Jordan, Lapland, Lebanon, Ma- 
laya, Mexico, Okinawa, Pakis- 
tan, Philippines, Puerto Rico, 
Switzerland, United States and 
Western Germany. 


You can “adopt” a child in 
any one of these countries for 
ten dollars a month and the 
child’s name, address, picture 
and case history will be fur- 
nished. Correspondence with 
your child is invited—Smaller 
gifts are equally welcome—God 
sees not the coin but the heart 
that gives it. 


For information write to: 


Dr. J. Calvitt Clarke 


CHRISTIAN CHILDREN’S FUND, INC, 
Richmond 4, Virginia 














tion of Palmer Children’s Home, now 
at Columbus, will be presented to the 
Synods of Louisiana and Mississippi 
this fall... . A new $60,000 educa- 
tional building will soon be started 
for the Columbia church. . . . Mon- 
ticello’s congregation recently com- 
pleted a new building. Green- 
wood’s First church is in the midst 
of a $200,000 campaign for a new 
educational building. 
J. WALTON STEWART, JR. 

Natchez. 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 


William M. Logan, First church, Kerrville, 
Texas, will begin his new work as pastor of 
the University church, Austin, Texas, in the 
early fall. While the church was without a 
pastor James I. McCord of the Austin Semi- 
nary faculty served for 16 months. 

Bernhard Citron, of the United Church of 
Canada at Honeywood, Ontario, will become 
visiting professor of biblical theology at Aus- 
tin (Texas) Seminary for the next two years. 
A German refugee from 1933 to 1939, Dr. 
Citron received his theological education at 
the University of Edinburgh in Scotland. 
Last year he came to Canada. 

Lane C. Findley from Spearville, Kan., to 
Westminister church, 7th & Walnut, Enid, 
Okla. 

John J. Marse from Edna, Texas, to First 
(USA) church, Taos, N. M. 

French W. Thompson, former president of 
Greenbrier College, from Lewisburg, W. Va.. 
to the Boulevard Apts., Apt. A, 219 Monti- 
cello Ave., Salisbury, Md. 
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Donald A. Swicord, Panama City, Fla., 
will serve the Gulf Beach, Fla., church in 
addition to continuing his work as superin- 
tendent of home missions for Florida Pres- 
bytery. 

Fred O. Brewton, Jr., formerly of Seagraves. 
Texas, is now at 3921 Colcord, Waco, Texas. 

W. W. Preston, pastor at Black Mountain, 
N. C., will enter mission work in Brazil. 
effective Oct. 1, under an interdenominational 
board called “Unevangelized Fields Mission 
in Brazil.” He was formerly with the U. S. 
mission in Brazil. 

W. Harold Owen, Beebe, Ark., has been 
received by East Arkansas Presbytery (U.S.) 
from the USA church, along with the Beebe, 
Cabor and Ward churches which he will 
continue to serve. 


RETIRED 


R. H. McCaslin has retired from the active 
pastorate, after serving the Park Lake church, 
Orlando, Fla., since 1942. 





Rudolph S. Schuster, Jonesboro, Ark., has 
retired from the active ministry. 


DEATH 


John Franklin Baxter, 90, died in Hunt. 
ington, W. Va., July 12. His last pastorate, be- 
fore retiring in 1937, was at Glenville, W. Va. 
Before that he was pastor at Point Pleasant, 
W. Va., 1910-1930. Throughout his retirement 
he had made his home in Huntington. 


DREs 


Jeannie Ogilvie, First church, Asheville, 
N. C., is beginning her work as DRE in the 
First church, Durham, N. C., Aug. 15. 

Jolene Parks, Chatham Hill, Va., recent 
graduate of Montreat College, is to be the 
DRE for Grace Covenant church, Asheville, 
N. C. 


® No. 52 in a Series on Congregational Singing 


HOW TO ADAPT HYMNS 
AS ANTHEMS 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


Last week I suggested eleven ways 
in which the singing of hymn stanzas 
may be varied. Now, let us take three 
examples of hymns found in the 
Hymnal for Christian Worship, John 
Knox Press, Richmond, Va. 

(a) Once to Every Man and Nation. 
Ton-Y-Botel. 3249. Half note at 
about 80 metronome. Here is one way 
of arranging the stanzas: 

Stanza 1. Straight four-part har- 
mony sung throughout by all voices. 

Stanza 2. All men singing the mel- 
ody, altos singing their regular part, 
and sopranos singing the tenor an 
octave higher. A very effective ar- 
rangement. (Suggested under No. 8 
last week.) 

Stanza 3. First two lines sung in 
full harmony. On last two lines all 
voices sing unison to make a strong 
climax. 

(b) All Creatures of Our God and 
King. Lasst Uns Erfreuen. #58. Half 
note at 76. Susceptible of almost in- 
finite variation in treatment. Instead 
of outlining an arrangement for all 
stanzas, I shall indicate a number of 
ways of varying a single stanza. Don’t 
try them all in any one stanza when 
you sing the hymn! 

Line 1: All voices singing whole 
line in unison. Conceivably, an echo 
effect could be secured even this soon 
in the piece by having the men or 
women sing the first half of the line 
with the opposite section of the choir 
responding. 


Line 2: A more logical spot for 
antiphonal effect. Should be sung in 
harmony as contrast to the unison of 
line 1. The second “alleluia” as an 
echo could be sung by a quartet either 
in the choir loft or in the balcony of 
the church. The latter part of line 2 
and most of line 3 might be taken by 
a strong clear solo voice or by the so- 
pranos alone. 


Line 3 (last two measures) and 
Line 4:“O praise him” in harmony 
with the second one sung by reduced 
choir or by echo quartet. The second 
“alleluia” also sung in echo fashion. 
Last “alleluia” to be sung by all voices 
in harmony or unison. (Be sure to 
give three full beats to next to last 
measure.) 

(c) Thou Hidden Source of Calm 
Repose. St. Petersburg, #203. Quarter 
note at 108 to 120. This great Russian 
tune, frequently published in anthem 
form, is sung by the Don Cossack 
choir. 

Stanza 1. Full choir in four-part 
harmony. 

Stanza 2. Alto and soprano duet 
accompanied either by instrument or 
by rest of choir humming quietly. 

Stanza 3. All voices in unison. 
Amen in harmony. : 

These three examples illustrate 
how hymns can be arranged simply 
and effectively as anthems. Next week 
I shall list other hymns which can be 
used as beautiful anthems. 
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STANDARDS FOR CHRISTIAN LEADERS 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for August 30, 1953 
I Timothy 4:7-16 


What do we expect of our religious 
leaders? If we had a young minister 
lriend, who had just accepted a call to 
a large and difficult field of labor, 
what advice would we offer him? 

I Timothy is-such a letter, written 
by Paul to a young man whom he had 
led into the ministry and left only re- 
cently in charge of a large city church 
(the church in Ephesus) . 

In chapter 4 Paul warns Timothy 
against false teachers who will lead 
the people astray, and then offers him 
a bit of personal advice. It is still 
good advice for a minister, 

Does it have value for those who 
are not ministers? Let us keep that 
question in mind as we proceed. The 
minister does have certain duties that 
members of the congregation do not 
assume, but all Christians, whatever 
their position in the church, have the 
same ultimate responsibility, and 
should be measured by the same basic 
standards. 

Paul’s advice to Timothy in this 
particular passage is summed up in a 
single pregnant phrase: “Take heed 
to yourself and to your teaching” 
(4:16). In the KJV it is “Take heed 
unto thyself and unto the doctrine.” 
We are to continue (KJV) or per- 
severe in (Goodspeed) or hold (RSV) 
to that double responsibility, “for,” 
says Paul, “by so doing you will save 
both yourself and your hearers.” This 
is certainly the great end which the 
minister must keep in mind, which 
will in turn determine all his other 
activities. First—to save himself. Why 
does Paul put this first? He certainly 
does not mean that the minister is to 
think more of himself than others, or 
to save himself at the expense of sav- 
ing others. Paul follows this order— 
first, yourself, and then, your hearers— 
because a minister cannot give to 
others what he himself does not pos- 
sess. He cannot commend the way 
of salvation to others unless he has 
first found it for himself. 

But what does Paul mean when he 
says, “By so doing you will save both 
yourself and your hearers”? Does he 
mean “to save finally’—in heaven? 
Certainly that idea is included, but 
to save in the Biblical sense means to 
save in this life as well as in the life 
to come. It means to save from fear 
and self-centeredness in this life, to 
save from morbidness and anxiety and 
bitterness and despair, and to save 
finally from the grave. 

We will readily concede that this 
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is the final.end of the minister's en- 
deavors, and the ultimate test of his 
effectiveness. Does it have any mean- 
ing for those who are not ministers? 
Parents certainly have the responsi- 
bility of saving those whom God has 
entrusted to them, and if they fail 
here all the other advantages—of camp 
and school, of wealth and culture— 
will prove of little worth. And it is as 
true of parents as of ministers that 
they cannot give to those entrusted to. 
them what they themselves do not 
possess. And what about church offi- 
cers, members of the choir, ushers, 
leaders in the various organizations of 
men, women, and young people, and 
officers and teachers in the Sunday 
school? Whatever their particular re- 
sponsibility, it is intended to aid the 
church in its ultimate responsibility 
of saving souls, and if it does not help 
toward that end the particular respon- 
sibility is not adequately discharged. 
And what about the ordinary church 
member who holds no office in the 
church? His position is fully as im- 
portant as the common soldier, on 
whose labors the success of any army 
finally depends. Much more impor- 
tant indeed, for the soldier is occa- 
sionally off duty, and the Christian is 
never off duty. His silent witness in 
the office, on the golf course, in his 
various social relations may be more 
effective indeed than his formal wit- 
ness at the communion table. 

Paul's exhortation to Timothy then 
has meaning for us all: “Take heed,” 
or, as Weymouth translates the verse, 
“Take pains with yourself and your 
teaching. Persevere in these things; 
for by doing this you will secure your 
own and your hearers’ salvation.” 


I. Take Heed to Yourself 


That would include the whole self 
—the physical, mental, social and spir- 
itual natures. Neglect any aspect of 
our being, and we pay the price in one 
way or another. If we do not get the 
proper sleep, or if we pamper our 
body with rich foods or poison it with 
alcohol then we cannot be the most 
efficient workers in God’s cause. If 
we fill our minds with trash, and cease 
growing intellectually when we finish 
our schooling then we doom ourselves 
to mediocrity. Paul does not deal 
here with a program that will develop 
all of one’s powers in the service of 
Christ; but he does emphasize certain 
things that his young friend Timothy 
might possibly overlook. 


- hereafter.” 


1. The right sort of exercise, vss. 
7-8. The K]V translates these verses 
as follows: “Exercise thyself unto god- 
liness. For bodily exercise profiteth 
little; but godliness is profitable unto 
all things; having promise of the life 
that now is, and of that which is to 
come.” Goodspeed gives a more sug- 
gestive translation: “Train yourself 
for the religious life. Physical train- 
ing is of some service, but religion is 
of service in every way, for it carries 
with it the promise of life here and 
‘Paul does not belittle the 
importance of physical training. He 
admits that it has its value, as all 
modern translations make clear. But 
he insists that it does not have the 
highest value. We must take care of 
our bodies, take the proper exercise, 
eat the proper food, get the proper 
rest, for without good health we are 
handicapped in everything else we do, 
and we cannot expect good health 
without the right sort of living. 

But if physical training is impor- 
tant, how much more important is it 
to train for the religious life, which 
carries with it the promise of life here 
and also hereafter. And here we come 
to a strange situation. Christians, 
presumably of the highest intelligence, 
who recognize the need of physical 
exercise—diet, to keep the proper 
weight; exercise, to preserve a good 
body tone—who make every effort to 
give their sons and their daughters the 
best intellectual training—too often 
fail to recognize the need of training 
themselves for the religious life. No 
minister, and no member of the 
church, can get the most out of his 
religion, or give much to others un- 
less he undergoes the right sort of 
training. Our bodies grow strong 
through physical exercise; our spirits 
grow strong through spiritual exercise. 
The Christians who have strength for 
every emergency, who have found a 
peace which the world cannot give 
and which the world can never take 
away, have developed themselves 
spiritually through Bible study and 
prayer, through private. and public 
worship, through efforts to serve God: 
and their fellowmen, in other words, 
because they have exercised them- 
selves unto godliness. 


2. The right sort of example, vs. 12. 
A minister teaches best by his own 
example; so do parents and Sunday 
school teachers and everyone else. 
Paul exhorts Timothy to “set the be- 
lievers an example in speech and con- 
duct, in love, in faith, in purity.” He 
is to set them an example, be it noted, 
both in outward conduct, including 
speech and act, and also in inward dis- 
position—in love, which is directed 
toward one’s neighbors; in faith 
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which is directed towards God; and 
in purity, which is directed toward 
one’s self. Many men today are very 
careless about their speech—they take 
God’s name in vain, they tell sugges- 
tive stories, they blacken their neigh- 
bor’s reputation. A Christian need 
not be a prude, but his speech should 
be that of a Christian, not the speech 
of those who have no love for Christ. 
And so with his conduct—it should 
make it easier for others to stand for 
the right and not more difficult. The 
love of which Paul speaks is not senti- 
ment, but goodwill, a goodwill for 
all men that expresses itself in action 
whenever the right opportunity is 
presented. Faith includes the idea of 
fidelity, a trust in God that makes us 
faithful to every responsibility. And 
»urity means not only sexual purity, 
- also sincerity in both thought and 
act. 


3. The right sort of growth, vss. 14 
and 15. A Christian never stands still 
in the religious life. All of us are near- 
er to God than we were ten years ago 
or we are farther away; we are more 
effective witnesses for Christ than we 
were ten years ago, or we are less 
effective. Paul exhorts Timothy not 
to “neglect the gift you have, which 
was given you by prophetic utterance 
when the elders laid their hands upon 
you.” The gift to which he refers was 
the gift which God had _ bestowed 
upon him, which was publicly rec- 
ognized at a court of the church, 
which he was officially authorized to 
exercise when the elders of the church 
laid their hands on his head and 
ordained him to the gospel ministry. 


eee OT 


Fear the Lord 
and depart 
from evil 


Proverbs 3:7 
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All of us have some gifts which we 
are expected to use for Christ. And 
all of us are tempted to neglect them 
because of unconcern, or because 
there are so many other things that 
we would prefer to do. A gift is some- 
thing that can be lost, or thrown 
away, or cultivated and increased. A 
boy may be born with athletic abili- 
ties but he will not become an athlete 
unless he really works at it; a girl may 
have musical gifts but one does not 
become a musician without long 
hours of arduous practice. So with 
one’s spiritual gift, whatever it may 
be. “Meditate upon these things; give 
thyself wholly to them; that thy pro- 
fiting may appear to all,” so vs. 15 
reads in the KJV. The RSV is better: 


“Practice these duties, devote your- 
self to them, so that all may see your 
progress.” We should not be satisfied 
in any realm, and least of all in the 
religious realm, unless we are making 
continual progress. And the way ‘to 
make progress in any realm is to prac- 
tice the duties which we face in our 
particular situation, and to devote 
ourselves to them as we must devote 
ourselves to anything if we expect to 
achieve the mastery. 


Il. Take Heed to Your Teaching 


In the passage before us Paul ex- 
horts Timothy to take heed first to 
himself and then to his teaching. We 
can see why this second exhortation 
was needed in Timothy’s case. He was 
the man on whom the church de- 
pended for public and private instruc- 
tion. If his teaching was out of line 
then those who heard him would be 
dangerously misled. Every church to- 
day assures itself in one way or an- 
other that its ministers are sound in 
the faith. 

Is the exhortation needed for others 
than ministers? It is needed for par- 
ents, more than many of them realize, 
for a child gets his fundamental con- 
ceptions about life from the home, 
rather than from the church. It is 
needed for teachers in the public 
schools and in the school of the 
church, for they too play a large part 
in moulding the child’s mind, and 
giving growing boys and girls their 
conception of religion. It is necessary 
for all the rest of us, for all of us teach 
by word and example, whether we 
realize it or not. And that is not all. 
Sometimes it is carelessly suggested 
that it makes no differences what a 
man believes, if only he is sincere in 
that belief. But it does make a differ- 
ence what a man believes, for what he 
believes determines what he does. 
And if a man’s doctrine or teaching 
is faulty or inadequate then he is in- 
adequately equipped to face life's 
problems, to bear its burdens, and to 





utilize its Opportunities. One reason 
why so many nominal Christians give 
way under life’s inevitable strains is 
because they have an_ insufficient 
understanding of the grace of God 
available to them through Jesus 
Christ; one reason why so many have 
an unworthy view of their fellowmen 
is because they have an unworthy 
view of God. 

In vs. 13 Paul exhorts Timothy to 
“attend to the public reading of 
Scripture, to preaching, to teaching.” 
This is the correct rendering of the 
verse as given in the RSV. These were 
official duties which fell upon Timo- 
thy as a minister of the gospel, which 
even a minister may neglect for other 
duties. This exhortation does not 
apply directly to those who are not 
ministers, but all of us have some 
duties which fall particularly upon 
us, in the home, or in the church, or 
in our particular sphere of labor— 
which we too are tempted to neglect 
because of other interests. 

When Paul urges Timothy to have 
“nothing to do with godless and silly 
myths” “profane and old wives fa- 
bles” in the KJV) he is speaking to us 
all. Innumerable cults arise, promis- 
ing their adherents this or that, but 
leading them away from Jesus Christ 
who alone has the answer to human 
needs. Paul urges us to have nothing 
to do with them, but to train our- 
selves rather in godliness, which holds 
promise for the present life and also 
for the life to come. “The saying is 
sure and worthy of full acceptance,” 
he adds. “For to this end we toil and 
strive, because we have our hope set 
on the living God, who is the Savior 
of all men, especially of those who 
believe.” 

The rest of Scripture indicates that 
God is the Savior of all men in that 
he offers salvation to all men. As Erd- 
man says: “He has made possible, for 
all, the highest well-being; yet he 
conditions this blessedness upon faith 
in Christ, so that while God is the 
Savior of all, Paul can add, ‘especially 
of those who believe.’ ” 

The supreme task of the minister 
is to bring men to know the living 
God, and to enjoy that salvation 
which is available to them through 
Jesus Christ. To this end all of us 
should “toil and strive,” whatever our 
position, whatever our gifts. 

A French lieutenant in the days of 
Napoleon became separated from his 
regiment in the heat of battle. “Step 
in anywhere,” said a superior officer. 
“There's fighting all along the line.” 
So with the Christian host. We can 
always find a place to take our stand 
for Christ and for his cause. 


Lesson topic and Scriptures selections copyrighted by 
the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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THE CHRISTIAN’S USE OF POSSESSIONS 
By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for September 6, 1953 
1 Timothy 6:6-19 


“The love of money is the root of 
all evil”—this is one of the most fa- 
miliar quotations in the Bible. Yet 
the verse is often misquoted, and more 
frequently misunderstood. What led 
Paul to make such a statement? What 
did he mean? How far was he right? 
What remedy did he propose? 

The words occur in a letter Paul 
wrote, a few years before his death, 
to Timothy, his beloved son in the 
faith. Timothy had been converted 
by the Apostle on his first missionary 
journey. He had traveled with Paul 
on his second missionary journey and 
was Closely associated with him during 
the third. He remained with Paul 
during his first imprisonment at Caes- 
area and during his first imprisonment 
at Rome. Now he was in Ephesus, 
the metropolis of Asia, where Paul 
had labored for three years to spread 
the gospel. The church in that city 
was one of the largest and most im- 
portant in Christendom. But unfortu- 
nately heretical teachers were spread- 
ing dangerous doctrines among the 
congregation. To combat these teach- 
ers and to watch over the welfare of 
the whole church Timothy had been 
sent to Ephesus by Paul. 

Now the Apostle had been arrested 
again and imprisoned in Rome. He 
was afraid that Timothy, learning of 
his arrest, would leave his post and 
hasten to his side. He writes to him 
urging him to remain in Ephesus and 
to continue his fight for the purity 
of the faith (1:3-4, 18-20). Most of 
the letter is taken up with specific 
instructions as to how he may best 
carry out this commission. 


I. The Danger of False Teachers, 
6:3-5 

In 6:3-5 Paul describes the false 
teachers with whom Timothy has to 
contend. The apostle writes: 


“If any teacher sets himself up to teach 
novel doctrines and does not loyally adhere 
to sound words, I mean words that come from 
the Lord Jesus Christ himself, and to the 
teaching which is true to real religion, such 
an one’s head has been turned; he has no real 
knowledge: he is like a delirious patient fever- 
ishly excited over this small point and that, 
fighting with words as his only weapons and 
the result is envy, strife, abuse of other 
teachers, ill-natured suspicious, incessant fric- 
tion, between men whose minds have been 
confused and who have been deprived of the 
truth they once knew; they have come to 
think of religion wholly as a source of gain.” 
(Paraphrase by Lock in the International 
Criticial Commentary) 

In this paragraph Paul brings four 
primary charges against the heretical 
teachers in Ephesus. First, they are 
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conceited (a man who is proud of 
his own intellect and knowledge is 
apt to be led into teaching his own 
doctrines for the doctrines of Christ) ; 
second, they are ignorant, with no real 
knowledge of the gospel which they 
claim to spread; third, they are con- 
tentious, as Goodspeed translates, 
“with a morbid craving for specula- 
tions and arguments.” 

From these roots spring vices of 
temper and character; envy of the 
more brilliant, quarrels with rivals, 
slander of opponents, base suspicion 
and mutual irritation. The inward 
spiritual results are sadder still. The 
minds of the false teachers are so 
corrupted that they have lost all 
power of understanding the divine 
matters which they should be teach- 
ing, and in the end they have come 
to look upon religion purely as a 
source of personal gain. This is the 
fourth and most serious charge which 
Paul brings against some of the re- 
ligious leaders of his own day. And it 
is this which leads him to speak of 


Il. The Danger of Money 


“Aye, and religion is a source of true gain 
if combined with a contented spirit; and we 
ought to be contented, for we can carry-noth- 
ing with us, when we leave the world, and 
that is what we brought when we came into 
it. Nay, if we have food for our lifetime 
and shelter and clothing, that will be enough 
for us. Whereas those who set their hearts 
on becoming rich fall into temptation, into 
dangerous positions, into many desires which 
are foolish and worse than foolish, fatal, for 
they lead men to shipwreck and plunge them 
into death and destruction. For the love of 
money is proverbially the root from which 
the whole host of evils spring; and already 
some teachers through their cravings for 
money have wandered from the safe path of 
faith, and have fallen, pierced through with 
many a pain and many a sorrow.” (Lock) 

In this paragraph we note three 
major points: 


1. The Value of Godliness. “There 
is great gain in godliness,” says the 
Apostle. It is actually a means of 
financial gain. As James H. Snowden 
once wrote: “Successful business is 
governed by law, civil and social, hu- 
man and divine, and the business man 
that observes these laws is more likely 
to reap the reward of such business.” 
Business success, generally speaking, 
is not built on moral rottenness, but 
on integrity and righteousness. “While 
godliness itself will not insure the 
getting of wealth, for this result also 
depends on other things, such as abil- 
ity and skill and industry and thrift, 
yet in the long run we see that men 
of honesty and right dealing succeed 


and often gain great wealth.” The 
conspicuous financial success of some 
unprincipled men must not blind us 
to the fact that the most successful 
businesses that show a profit year after 
year are based on sound ethical prin- 
ciples. There is real financial gain in 
godliness. 

But godliness is also a means of 
spiritual gain, and this is what Paul 
had chiefly in mind. As Snowden 
wrote: 

“The highest gain of godliness is fellowship ° 
with God himself. This puts us right with 
him, cleanses us of sin, builds us up in right- 
eousness, gives us inner peace and courage 
and strength, and fashions our whole person- 
ality into a godlike image. Then are we rich 
and strong beyond and above any gain of 
earth, and though we be stripped of all 
worldly goods, yet in our poverty we are 
rich beyond compare.” 


Beyond all this there is the gain of 
immortal life, of eternal fellowship 
with God, and this is the greatest gain 
of all. 

2. Its Condition. “There is great 
gain in godliness—with contentment,” 
the Apostle writes, “provided it goes 
with a contented spirit,” Moffatt trans- 
lates. The contentment which Paul 
has in mind does not mean pious 
submission to evils which can_ be 
avoided, or a satisfaction which pre- 
vents one from improving his lot, 
though it has been so interpreted. 
It is a ‘state of mind satisfied with 
the contents of our minds and lives,” 
a contentment with our possessions 
that is not inconsistent with honest 
effort to improve our position in life. 
There is, of course, a divine discontent 
with both our material and our spiri- 
tual estate, which must ever drive us 
on. There is another sart of discontent 
which can easily rob us of that spiri- 
tual gain which godliness ought to 
bring, and that brings Paul to his 
third point— 

3. The Danger. Writes the apostle: 

“Men who set their hearts on being wealthy 
expose themselves to temptation. They fall 
into one of the world’s traps, and lay them- 
selves open to all sorts of silly and wicked 
desires, which are quite capable of utterly 
ruining and destroying their souls. For loving 
money leads to all kinds of evil, and some 
men in the struggle to be rich have lost their 
faith and caused themselves untold agonies 
of mind.” (J. B. Phillips in Letters to Young 
Churches) 

“Loving money leads to all kinds 
of evil.” Note it is not necessarily 
those who are rich who fall into 
temptation and suffer loss, but those 
who are minded to be rich, those who 
have set their hearts on being rich. 
Observe also that Paul does not say 
that money is the root of all evils, 
but that “the love of money is the 
root of all evils” (RSV). Money it- 
self is good. It is a necessary means 
of exchange. It can be used for many 
good and useful purposes. But it 
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can also be used for evil purposes. 
When Paul says that “the love of 
money is the root of all evils,” he does 
not mean that it actually lies back of 
every bit of evil in the world, but 
that it is the root of all kinds of evil. 
If the securing of money becomes 
one’s final aim in life there is no 
crime on earth which he will not 
commit to secure it, or to retain it, 
once it has been secured. The daily 
newspaper is the best commentary on 
Paul's words, and affords sufficient evi- 
dence of their truthfulness. The only 
trouble with money, Emerson once 
said, is that it costs too much. It costs 
some people their happiness (a min- 
ister of a very wealthy congregation 
once told me that not a single rich 
man in his church was really happy) ; 
it costs some their character, some 
their lives, and some their very souls. 


Ill. An Exhortation to “the Man 
of God,” 6:11-16 


The fact that the love of moncy 
is a root of all kinds of evil leads 
Paul to give Timothy a personal bit 
of advice and then to charge him 
with a special message for the rich. 

The bs many “man of God,” is em- 
ployed in the Old Testament to des- 
ignate a prophet. Paul uses it in 
vs. 11 to remind Timothy that he has 
been entrusted with a divine commis- 
sion; it is, however, a phrase appli- 
cable to every Christian, as is the 
exhortation or series of exhortations 
which follow: 

1. “Flee these things” (KJ) or as it 
is in the RSV, “shun all this”—i.e., 
the vanity, and more particularly the 
avarice (the mind to be rich, the love 
of money) of the false teachers. 

2. “Aim at “righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.” 
The KJV has righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, patience, and meekness. 
But ‘steadfastness’ is a more accurate 
translation than patience, and gentle- 
ness—the word employed not only by 
the RSV, but also by other modern 
translations—is a much better word 
than ‘meekness.. The Greek word 
“should never be translated ‘meek,’ 
Burton Scott Easton tells us in his 
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“Fight the good fight of faith.” 
wden remarks: 
ighting is such a terrible evil in our 
d, staining all the pages of history with 
1an blood, that we experience a momen- 
shock, when we find that the very Bible 

s us fight a good fight. Can there be a 

xd fight? Yes, there can be no question 
that the fight of faith is good. 

“Faith must fight for it is confronted with 
enemies, both within and without us, and it 
can be defeated and ‘driven from the field. 
Our own evil appetites and desires and am- 
bitions often endeavor to resist and weaken 
and strangle our faith, so as to let these 
enemies have their way with us... . 

“These inner enemies of faith are re- 
enforced by outer ones, such as opportunities 
and solicitations to do wrong, or the influence 
of evil companions, or the growth and pres- 
sure of public opinion. 

“The subtle or open scepticism that per- 
vades much of our popular literature . . . is 
a steady war upon faith that fatally under- 
mines and destroys it. Young people at col- 
lege encounter these assaults on their faith, 
sometimes even from their professors. . . .” 


Against all these enemies and many 
others faith must fight. 

4. “Take hold of eternal life.”” The 
good confession to which Paul refers 
was the confession that Timothy made 
at baptism, when he joined the church. 
We take hold of eternal life, when we 
hold fast to that confession. 

5. “Keep the commandment un- 
stained and free from reproach.” Paul 
appeals in this connection to God and 
to Christ, in whom Timothy had pro- 
fessed his faith at baptism, who are 
ready to give him all needed strength 
now, and who will judge him at the 
last day. By the “commandment” 
Paul means the whole moral content 
of the gospel. This Timothy must 
keep unstained and free from re- 
proach, by his own observance -of it 
in his life and conduct, quite as much 
as by his open proclamation of its 
truth. Says Erdman: 

“In a strict sense nothing can affect the 
‘commandment’; it will always be ‘without 
spot, without reproach’; yet practically the 
divine message may suffer and be brought 
into disrepute by the faulty lives of Christian 
ministers [and laity]. Those who preach the 
gospel must adorn the doctrine by their lives. 
Thus while the term ‘spotless’ [or unstained] 
and ‘blameless’ [or free from reproach] offi- 
cially defines the commandment, in reality is 
it Timothy who is to be ‘unspotted’ and ‘free 
from reproach,’ lest the message he delivers 
may he disregarded and dispised.” 


IV. A Charge to Men of Wealth, 
6:17-19 

Paul had traced the error of the 
false teachers, against whose work and 
influence he had so earnestly warned 
Timothy, “to covetousness, to an un- 
holy love of money; he then spoke of 
this unhappy covetousness, this greed 
of gain, this wish to be rich, as a root 


of every kind of evil. From this fatal 
snare he warned the man of God to 
flee, bidding him to take courage in 
the high service to which he was dedi- 
cated. .. . But in the congregation at 
Ephesus there were many who were 
rich. . . Before closing the letter to 
the chief pastor, Timothy, he must 
add a word of encouragement and also 
of special warning to these. Above all 
things, he would have no mistake as 
to his meaning. The wish to be rich 
was a sure root of error and evil; but 
the believing rich was a very different 
thing; this class was indeed sur. 
rounded with special perils, but even 
as rich they might serve God faith- 
fully. So in his charge to them he 
commands them not to strip them- 
selves of their wealth, but to use it 
wisely, generously.” 

Timothy is to charge the rich people 
in his congregation not to be high- 
minded or proud. We might say not 
to “high-hat” their fellowmen (Why? 
Is this a temptation of the rich?) He 
is to charge them also not to set their 
hopes on “uncertain riches.” In con- 
trast with such insecure foundations 
for their hopes and confidence, they” 
are to put their trust in God who 
“richly furnishes us with everything 
to enjoy.” This last clause would seem 
to indicate that riches are a real good, 
if rightly used, and that they are in- 
tended not only to be possessed, but 
also to be enjoyed. 

However rightful ownership and 
real enjoyment must be united with a 
proper use of wealth. Therefore Tim- 
othy is to charge his wealthy parish- 
ioners ‘“‘to do good” with their money, 
to be. “rich in good deeds, liberal and 
generous, thus laying up for them- 
selves a good foundation for the fu- 
ture, so that they may take hold of 
the life which is life indeed.” 

What does this ideal require of the 
rich man of our own day? He will do 
good by rendering good service at a 
reasonable profit to himself. He will 
pay fair wages. He will be generous in 
his gifts to the church, to the Com. 
munity Chest, to educational institu 
tions, and to other good causes. 
Should he be willing to pay higher 
taxes in order to meet certain public 
needs? Should he be willing to fore- 
go high tariffs in order that other 
nations might develop the trade on 
which their national health depends? 

“Rich in good deeds, liberal and 
generous,” so it reads in the RSV. 
“Ready to distribute, willing to com- 
municate ( or share) ,” so it reads in 
the KJV. That is good religion. And 
it is also good, sound common sense, 
not only for the rich man, but for us 
all. 


Lesson tcpic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 
the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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